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w ill not disappear voluntarily. 
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just is not going to w ork. 

The only w ay I like to see cops given flow ers 
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I w anted to write about something that's
bothering me for a longer time now . It became as
a problem through y ears of activities, not just
momentarily . Problem is more complex as it seems
on the first sight... So , where to start?

Hmmmm…. Ma ybe in a y ear 1999, when I
joined the group of girls from m y local punk hc
scene, which gathered around to discuss about
problem of sexism on the scene, and wider
problem of patriarch y in the societ y. In that
moment I w as a y oung girl: who had problems to
express herself in front of people she doesn't know ,
being too silent... But that changed in y ears that
followed. I decided that I owe to m yself as a female
raised in this societ y, to bring back at least one
part of dignit y that has been stolen a way from me,
cause being just a girl. Through y ears, I ev en fell
in the basic tr ap of talking too
much, so I had another
problem. Wh y should it be
simple, y ou ask?

So, one of the things I
wanted to share with y ou is a
problem of domination in
communication, often described
as aggression in communication.
The most often context in which
you can find those words is while
describing male/female w ays of
communication, in which is told
that men are taking more
space/time talking in mix ed
groups then wimmin. I would
agree only partially here, cause
it's important factor here how
are y ou brought - I know a lot of girls
having problems to shut up finally , and let other
people talk for a change, and guys being so sh y
that y ou ha ve to pull out words from them. It's
probably more often case that guys are louder ,
cause being r aised for a dominant and public role,
but I would not gener aliz e it as a rule. What I ha ve
problems with is domination, no matter where it
comes from, a girl or a bo y b y sex. I'm just allergic
to wimmin who act as they're alone, not a ware at
all of other people in a discussion, and nobody
wants to stand up to them, cause we should all be
sisters?! And especially is insulting if a guy sa ys
something to them. Come on, grow up , grow out of
these terms which define us as men or wimmin. I
see that both sex es share a lot of common
problems, some more, some less. W ell, not all
problems, but sometimes it seems to me that,
coming from (r adical) feminist circles, people w ant
to mak e differences bigger than they really are,
doing what societ y is already doing and too well-
building not a gap , but the whole can yon between
us. W e should embr ace and appreciate the bo y who
have a will to o vercome difficulties and prejudices
of this societ y (in which y ou are stigmatiz ed for

being a feminist, stereot ypically a woman) in order
to sa y openly and proudly that he's a feminist.
After all, nobody's choosing his/her sex coming in
this fuck ed-up world poisoned with gender roles.
That's wh y I strongly believ e that we should all
work together , to deconstruct those gender
imper ativ es that this patriarchal societ y is giving to
us. That's wh y I think anarchofeminism is the
answer . Cause it, simply , combines the best of two
ideas -feminism and anarchism. 

Solving problems of patriarchal domination only
from one side - educating/r aising conscience of
only female population is only 50% of work. No
wonder that most of men think that feminism is
wimmin-only problem, and until we don't mo ve
from this point, we can come only half w ay to true
liber ation. Ignor ance is our worst enem y. That's

wh y I think anarchofeminist
groups should be mix ed b y
sex, ex changing and
comparing experiences in
order to deconstruct tr aps of
gender roles.
In the herstory of feminist

mo vement there ha ve alw ays
been so called "conscience
raising" groups, which had a
significant role in making wimmin
stronger to step out, become

visible and shout out loud their
goals and demands. Nobody is
den ying the role they had in
herstory of feminist
mo vement. I understand here
the need of individuals for

"secured" en vironment in order to mak e
themselv es stronger , but that should not be the
final goal, but a step on the w ay to liber ation. I see
a tr ansformation from wimmin-only groups to open
groups as kind of ev olutional tr ansformation from
tr aditional feminist mo vement to modern feminism
based on anarchist ideals, called, well,
anarchofeminism. W e should respect suffr agettes
(in context of time), as well as 1st, 2nd or
whatev er w ave of feminism, to postfeminst
critique. One of the main char acteristics of
anarchism is that it is a political idea - and that
means that it should be appliable to the whole
societ y. (Because of that "detail" there ha ve alw ays
been argues between anarcho-syndicalists and
anarcho-primitivists…) Somebody told me that no
one is stopping men from ha ving men-only groups,
discussing about antisexism. W ell, one more
important detail is that anarchism is about uniting,
not dividing people, and ideas also . It's about
connecting different kinds of resistances to
oppressions, such as antir acist, antihomophobia,
antix enophobia, ecology , anticapitalism, antisexist,
and all the other y ou can think of . And that's the
beaut y of it.

Some Thoughts of Anarchofeminism
by Sunchana
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A device which helps women to
urinate in a standing position. Not
only helpful if closed in on an action
by the police for hours at a time.  
Get in contact if y ou w ant one or
mak e y our d.i.y . disposable one out
of plastic or paper , b y using the
following gr aphic. F old along edge 1.
than along edge 2. and glue the
second edge to the opposite side. 

Have fun pr acticing!!!!!

urinella, freelax or a little help 
to piss standing
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I refuse to be subjected to the role forev er
pla yed b y the women around me. I refuse to be
a child-breeding machine, I refuse to liv e as a
slave, as a prett y par asite in the shadow of m y
father , of m y husband, of m y children, tr apped in
a marriage that wouldn't mak e me happ y but that
I would accept for the sak e of tr adition, of
mor ale, of a par alyzing habit, forev er hoping that
the people around me, that the men around me
will finally open their ey es
and see me for who I really
am - a human being, that
they will stop taking me for
gr anted.

I refuse to be judged b y
what I am not, as an
"imperfect man", as St
Thomas once described
women - the quintessential
expression of the narrow -
mindedness that has
alw ays char acteriz ed the
Church and its
representativ es.

I refuse, on the other
hand, to accept a leading
position gr anted for the
sak e of positiv e
discrimination as a result of
the y ears of feminist
agitation and to identif y
m yself with those v ery
structures of power once
dismissed as frustr ating
and t yr annical. Because
women's access to power , be it politic, economic
or cultur al, has done nothing to change the
nature and the structure of that power . Yes, I for
one find it at least str ange that a woman of color
such as Condoleezza Rice has become the w atch
dog of a culture that has remained to this da y
essentially White Anglo- Sax on Protestant or that
a famous and talented writer such as Amélie
Nothomb limits herself to writing best -sellers that
are more feminine than they are feminist, more
funn y and pleasant than they are powerful and
memor able and that are really nothing abo ve a
more presentable v ersion of the Cosmopolitan.

A lot has been written about the role of women
in liter ature and politics, from Julia Kristev a to
Elaine Show alter , but I think that the legitimate
question is not what we do with the power that
we might end up ha ving, but simply what we do
with who we are. What do I do with m y identit y
as an "angry y oung woman" that has disowned

her anti- Semitic gr andfather and her immature
drunkard father? What do I do when I am serv ed
the all too famous line "Y ou think lik e that
because y ou are a woman" and I feel lik e
crawling up the w alls or making a scene lik e
Madame la Colère? What do I do with m y decision
of alw ays being nothing more but nothing less
than m yself , of nev er changing for the sak e of the
men around me? How do I use what I am in order

to create the solidarit y
that nev er really existed
among women?

Simone de Beauv oir
once wrote that women
alw ays had the tendency
of showing their
adherence sooner tow ards
men of their own r ace,
social class etc than
tow ards women of
another r ace or social
standing. This is as true
now ada ys as it has alw ays
been and it made me
think of the labels that we
use ev ery day in order to
classif y the women around
us and to form forev er
smaller cliques that our
empath y cannot
tr anscend: the successful
woman, the housewife,
the punk, the intellectual,
"the group of girls who
dr ank too much still w ater
with a tinge of lemon"…Do

we really need to define ourselv es so strictly so
as to be incapable of seeing bey ond the meter
that mak es up our personal space?

I believ e that only b y tr anscending these self -
imposed borders, we, the people whose identit y
number begins with a 2, will succeed in building
what we desire: first and foremost, a societ y in
which being a woman would be a purely
ph ysiological issue and not a criterion for
discrimination, a societ y in which we would be
not the second sex, but simply one of the sex es;
secondly , a counterculture in which we wouldn't
have to put up with cheap expressions of sexism
and that would be a counterweight and a viable
alternativ e for the status quo; and last but
definitely not least, a personal life based on
continual self -dev elopment, in which decisions
would be fully ours and in which we would be our
own masters.

I refuse to be the second sex
by Andreea
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Femicide - The dead women of Ciudad Juáarez
Femicide is the mass murder of women simply because they are women. It is the term that has been

coined in response to the murders of nearly 400 y oung women on the U .S.-Mexico border in the cit y
of Juárez, just across the border from El P aso, Texas.

Ciudad Juárez is one of the 67 municipalities of
Chihuahua, the largest state in Mexico . The cit y is
situated in the desert and is separ ated from the
United States, and the cit y of El P aso b y the Río
Bravo riv er. Toda y, with 1,220,000 inhabitants, it
is the most hea vily populated cit y in Chihuahua
state.

In the mid-1970's, the Mexican State adopted
the Border Industrialization Progr am (BIP) which
created the conditions required to install so-
called maquilador as, assembly plants for export
products, in the area. The benefits on offer to
companies to set up factories in the area ha ve
meant that a large number of tr ansnational
companies ha ve mo ved in to tak e adv antage of
the fa vour able conditions which include cheap
labour , v ery low or non-existent tax es, political
patronage and a minimum lev el of regulation.

The dr amatic growth of the maquilador a
industry in the area around Ciudad Juárez
increased ev en further when the North American
Free T rade Agreement (NAF TA) established
between Mexico and its northern neighbours
came into force in 1994, spreading further into
the country , including to the cit y of Chihuahua. 

Within Mexico , the chance of work in the
maquila industry is a strong magnet for man y

people from other parts of the country strick en b y
povert y,  looking for work or as a first step before
trying to enter the United States.

For man y y ears women ha ve made up the
majorit y of the workforce in the maquilas.
According to official figures for 2000, 43 percent
of the inhabitants of Ciudad Juárez arriv ed there
as migr ants, thus creating a v ery large floating
population. This has resulted in a cit y of stark
contr asts. A t one extreme there are sev eral
wealth y encla ves and, at the other , v ery poor
run-down areas. 

For more than a decade Ciudad Juárez has
been a killing field for y oung women, the site of
nearly 400 unsolv ed murders and man y more
abductions. Since 1993 the number of murders in
gener al has grown consider ably in Ciudad Juárez,
making it one of the cities with the highest r ates
of violence in Mexico . Although the gener al
murder r ate increased from 1993 on wards, the
number of female murders quadrupled. Although
murders of women can be attributed to man y
different motiv es and perpetr ators, man y cases
share common features that indicate gender -
based violence; that is to sa y, the gender of the
victim seems to ha ve been a significant factor ,
influencing both the motiv e and the context as



theatre and capoeir a. This place got started when some squatters created a foundation with cheap
affordable living for y outh under 25. (that is y ou must be under twent y fiv e when y ou mo ve in, but
then y ou can liv e there until the da y y ou die, if y ou feel lik e it) and in relation to this there w as also
this cultur al centre created with activit y for and b y y oung people.

see:   http://www .or anssi.net/ingles.phtml

A couple of times i'v e done pr actices where i liv e. So if there's no other place to go . Wh y not at
home?

This y ear there's been a lot of squatting in helsinki. there's been hea vy pressure put on the cit y to
giv e y ounger people a space where they can create their own w ay of going about things. An
autonomous space.

see:  http://www .q-olio .net/v altaus/?q=tax onom y/term/1
(it should be on v altaus.org and then click "english" if the link abo ve doesn't work)

Latest there's been a 1000 square metres building squatted, and it looks prett y promising. Ev en
though there would be space, i wouldn't sa y that feminist separ atist activities are welcomed with open
arms. There were man y v oices r aised against it at an earlier squat. I'v e also been called "sexist"
against men a fair amount of times.

At one moment a woman had been writing "Once i thought i w as a slut, but then i realiz ed i w as
acting lik e a man" on the w all. A text showing the double standards we're constantly accepting and
having. A woman with man y lo vers is considered to be bad while a man doing the same thing is seen
as a real hero . One man who had beha ved in a v ery dominating and disturbing w ay tow ards me, and
also been calling me sexist, put a big red cross o ver her words, and wrote "No sexism in this house!"
next to it.

In the alternativ e scene, which is prett y small in a
population of only 5 million, there's also a website with
political texts. the site claims not to confess to an y "ism"
but has clear references to pornogr aph y and also links to
pornogr aphic sites.

So i can't sa y that it's easy being a feminist in finland.
We need to get organiz ed in order to be able to fight this.
We need to create our own alternativ e space. And feminist
self defense is one w ay of making that happen.

more infos 
on radical feminist self defense 

from milla at:

http://www.myspace.com/
feminist_sister

- attention - attention - attention - attention - attention - attention -

first anarcha-feminist w eb-page 
in russian language 

w eb-site w w w .svobodna.org.ua 
spread the word
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Feminist 
Self-Defense

i'm worth defending

by Milla

We liv e in a world where someone
with a cunt is seen as v ery different
from someone with a penis. And the
ones born with something in between
(intersex ed) are forced into an
existence in either category , sometimes
by getting their genitals mutilated at the
hospital in order to "fit in" to the
category of woman (low status) or man
(high status). W e all ha ve hearts and
stomachs and fingers and ey es and ears
and heads and toes. But. The world has
not y et accepted the humanit y of
women, and daily we're reminded of
this in voluntary inferior status forced
upon us b y mental, v erbal and ev en
lethal ph ysical violence.

Even from before we are born there
is violence and despise: sex -selectiv e
abortion and effects of battering during
pregnancy on birth outcomes. Then
there's female infanticide; child
marriage; female genital mutilation;
incest; child prostitution and
pornogr aph y; dating and courtship violence (e.g. acid-throwing and date r ape); economically coerced
sex (e.g. school girls ha ving sex with "sugar daddies" in return for school fees); sexual abuse in the
workplace; r ape; sexual har assment; prostitution and pornogr aph y; tr afficking in women; partner
violence; marital r ape; dowry abuse and murders; partner homicide; abuse of women with disabilities;
forced pregnancy , forced "suicide" or homicide of widows for economic reasons and throughout life
there is one threat that is constant: the threat of sexual, ph ysical and psy chological abuse. It's a
mir acle not more women break under this enormous pressure. F eminist self defense is there to
support us in the idea that it's not we who are cr azy but the world, and that none of us deserv e an y
of this all too familiar abuse. It is there to giv e us the will and the means to fight back. It is a w ay to
resist. Amongst the women pr acticing feminist self defense there are different thoughts on how this
important powerful knowledge should be tr ansferred and shared between women. I know persons who
would strongly object to the idea of passing this on without "qualified" tr ainers being in volv ed, or
reject the idea of putting an y information about this in places that are also a vailable to men. An
example of a bad place for information of resistance would for some women then be: the internet.

I disagree.

Feminist self defense has affected m y life in an immensely positiv e w ay, and i w ant more women
to know about it, and get a possibilit y to try it out. I think that all women already ha ve the necessary
know -how of surviving ev ery day abusiv e situations. I think we are all qualified to share our struggle.
We are all qualified and capable of creating a feminist self defense group . So I w ant to giv e the women
who are searching for something lik e this, the necessary information on how to get started. Open up
a space where the constant flow of harmful misogynistic propaganda on the internet tak es a break,
and instead pro vide a solution, a w ay of organizing and resisting. A space telling that we are worth
defending ourselv es and that we ha ve a right to fight back. The only thing y ou need is a group of
women and place to tr ain at. Some groups ha ve been using the univ ersit y's spaces. The latest group
i w as in w as using an alternativ e cultur al place, where there are other groups pr acticing things lik e



well as the t ype of violence suffered b y the
woman and the w ay in which the authorities
responded to it. From the start, one of the
aspects of the murders with sexual violence that
have occurred in Ciudad Juárez is the fact that
the char acteristics of the victims and the manner
in which they were abducted and killed, with their
bodies left abandoned, ha ve conformed to a
pattern. More than half of the victims are women
and girls aged between 13 and 22 although at
least one case in volv ed an 11- year -old girl. T wo
thirds of the victims were studying and working.
Many were studying at night or at week ends after
going to work. Despite their y outh, some already
had children and were heads of household. A
significant number of victims work in
maquilador as The ph ysical and mental suffering
of the victims indicates a form of violence based
entirely on their domination and humiliation as
young women. In most cases the bodies were
abandoned on w aste ground near the cit y or on
the periphery .

Less known is that the femicide is a problem in
whole Latin America: 

- Guatemala: at least 1.188 killed women   
between 2001 and 2004

- Costa Rica: 158 women between 1995 and 
1999

- El Salv ador: 134 women between 2000 and 
2001

- Puerto Rico: 337 women between 1990 and 
1999

Both the perpetr ators of violence against women
and those who administer the criminal justice
system - judges, prosecutors, police - often hold
the perv asiv e view that women are responsible
for violence committed. The perpetr ators can
often commit their crimes safe in the knowledge
that they will not face an y consequences.
Impunit y for violence against women contributes
to a climate where such acts are seen as normal
and acceptable.

Feminist groups in Juárez ha ve to work in a
climate of threats and defamation. One example
is the feminist collectiv e Ir a del Silencio from
Mexico , which fights with art against sexualised
violence, machismo and the silence of societ y. 

For more informations see:
http://lair adelsilencio .spaces.liv e.com/

Another is Nuestr as Hijas de R egreso a Casa A.C.
(Ma y our Daughters R eturn Home, Civil
Association) which is a non profit organization
composed of mothers, family members, and
friends of victims of the femicide in Ciudad
Juárez.
For more informations see:
http://www .mujeresdejuarez.org/

More informations can be found at: 

The Truth Behind the Juarez Murders
http://www .borderechoes.com/

Intoler able Killings - T en y ears of abductions and
murders in Ciudad Juárez and Chihuahua
http://www .chicanafeliz.com/Juarez/AMR4102703.pdf

Mexico: Justice fails in Ciudad Juarez and the cit y
of Chihuahua
http://www .amnest yusa.org/document.php?id=5AB19
7BCEE37D92D80256FB600689A74

Argentina
Abuso de poder . Análisis de tres casos de
violación y muertes de mujeres en Argentina.
www .isis.cl/F eminicidio/fdocumento .htm

Chile
Las muertes ignor adas: Violencia contr a
tr abajador as sexuales en chile. Del silencio a la
denuncia.
www .isis.cl/F eminicidio/doc/doc/LA S%20MUER TES%2
0IGNORADA S.doc

Colombia
Informe sobre violencia en contr a de Mujeres,
Jóvenes y Niñas en colombia.2005.
www .mujery conflictoarmado .org/media/Informes/Qui
ntoInformeEsp .pdf

Latinamerica
Feminicidio en la R epública Maquilador a
w w w . j o r n a d a . u n a m . m x / 2 0 0 5 / 0 7 / 1 7 / m a s -
gargallo .html
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Maybe you can tell us in short something
about the anarchist movement / groups /
individuals active in Bulgaria?

The anarchist mo vement in Bulgaria is
small and not v ery organiz ed. The main
anarchist center is Sofia. There are 2 activ e
groups based in Sofia- F eder ation of the
anarchist in Bulgaria (F AB) and the
autonomous anti- authoritarian group
AnarchoR esistance (AR). F AB is publishing a
monthly newspaper called "S vobodna Misal"
(Free Thought) which is mostly historical
materials and a lot of classical anarchist
articles about the capital and the state. F AB
had also done a series of protests against the
raising of the prices after we (Bulgaria)
joined the EU . AR is a small group which is
mostly putting out leaflets, doing some direct
actions, video screenings and taking part in
protests. AR together with the Anti-
authoritarian Mo vement (Thessalonica -
Greece) had organiz ed the No Border Camp
in Bulgaria/Greece in the 2005. AR also
organiz ed a couple of protests against NA TO,
the w ar in Ir aq in the past y ears and has
stared doing free festiv al in Sofia this y ear
which is something lik e a free mark et where
the people share things they don't need.
Some people left AR and joined F AB 2 y ears
ago because of different views on the
anarchism and there w as a little conflict
between some of the members. During the
last y ear some anarchist activities has
started in R azgr ad. W e ha ve opened an
infocenter called "Ecotopia" which is
something lik e a free libr ary/reading space
with anarcho/eco/animal right/anti-
sexist/anti-homophobic/punk/DIY materials.
There are a lot of video screenings in the
infocenter . W e'v e started organizing diy
concerts and discussion and hope to dev elop
this project. W e ha ve also started doing a
free festiv al twice an y ear and some gr affiti
stenciling and leafleting around R azgr ad. I
with the help of some friends also publish a
zine called "K atarzis" which is more into the
romantic anarchism and ha ve articles on
various subjects, some local news, direct

action guides and music interviews with
anarchist bands. There are also some people
running a couple of anarchist web pages. So
this is how I see the situation right now .

As anti-sexism is not just about fighting
overt forms of sexism - violent rape,
domestic violence, overtly sexist words - but
also about challenging our relationships, the
ideas that create a rape culture, the way
people are socialized, etc.. How would you
describe growing up in current Bulgarian
society makes with people regarding the idea
how women and men 'have to be'?

Now ada ys the people sa y that women and
men ha ve equal rights but most of the people
still liv e in patriarch y. The people still see the
woman as "housewife", "mother" or a sexual
object. They think that the woman should do
the house work (cooking, cleaning, etc.) and
care for the children. Most of the Bulgarian
families are living lik e this. 

Do you see thoroughly challenges to these
ideas in the 'anarchist movement', in the
different aspects of live and work, not to let
these ideas allow to flourish in the
behaviour?

It's stupid when societ y pushes y ou to
walk the beaten path they follow . It's pit y
that most of the people don't challenge these
norms of beha vior . Ev en in the anarchist
mo vement subjects lik e sexism are not v ery
popular . I also think that we need more
women in the anarchist mo vement, because
now it's mostly consisted of men. 

What is the approach of anarchist
collectives towards patriarchy, homophobia,
sexism and so on? 

I am v ery anxious because some people
who call themselv es anarchists act as sexists
and homophobes. I don't w anna offend F AB
because most of the people are good but
there are 2-3 bad apples among them.
Recently there were some cr azy statements

Did Somebody Say Sexism?
interview with an activist from

anarchoResistance group - Bulgaria
made by the erinyen collective



On June 11th 2000 o ver 56 women were
assaulted, stripped and molested b y a large group
of men in Centr al Park NY . The assaults happened
after a crowd of men, started dousing women
passing b y with w ater and then escalated to pulling
off the women's clothes and sexually molesting
them, after and during the Puerto Rican Da y
par ade. They then proceeded to assault in this w ay
any woman passing through the area. 

Virtually ev ery woman has experienced street
har assment - whistles, sexual remarks, or touching
by str angers in public places. It is an abuse of
power , the social and economic power that men
hold o ver women. When men use their power to
treat women sexually in a non-sexual context, they
interfere with women's right to w alk on the street
without fear , and to be treated as an equal in public
life. 

To fight street har assment of women b y men in
all of its forms, the Street Har assment Project w as
initiated on June 15th 2000 in NY …

BECAUSE women are terroriz ed daily in public
spaces, our personal space violated b y men who
block our paths, stand too close, use an intimate
and insulting language tow ard us...

BECAUSE this beha viour is implicitly menacing
and threatening and often becomes o vertly
threatening when a woman expresses her anger at
these affronts...

BECAUSE the line between v erbal har assment
and ph ysical menacing is often crossed...

For their actions, gr aphics, street theatre, bik e
patrols, interruptiv e actions… see
http://www .streethar assmentproject.org. 

When a woman is har assed on the street, she's
often made to feel lik e she ask ed for it, lik e it w as
her fault. "W ere y ou wearing a short skirt?" or
"Were y ou out late?". But so what if y ou were? 

The Indian Blank Noise Project is working on the
project "Did Y ou Ask F or It". They're asking for
clothes that people were wearing when they were
har assed. They're collecting all the clothes people
send in and all the personal notes and memories
that accompan y them. It is planned to built
ev erything into an enormous 1000-piece
installation to be constructed at public
intersections in Mumbai, Bangalore and Delhi.

Hitting people with the realit y that street sexual

har assment exists, there is no such thing as asking
for it!

The collectiv e also organiz es actions as this one
in Brigade R oad in Bangalore, India. 

On man y streets women look down at the
ground, a voiding ey e contact, a voiding people

reaching out to grope them. There are man y
different w ays and means to tackle that guy who
talks to y our breasts or the ey es which seem to be
ripping y our clothes apart. The Blank Noise Project
is organizing 'Staring Back' actions all o ver India. 

http://blanknoiseproject.blogspot.com/
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Mujeres Creando 

(Eng: Women Creating)

Mujeres Creando is a Bolivian anarcha-feminist
collectiv e that participates in a r ange of anti-
povert y work, including propaganda, street
theater and direct action. The group w as founded
by Julieta P aredes, María Galindo and Mónica
Mendoza in 1992 and members including two of
Bolivia's only openly lesbian activists.

Mujeres Creando publishes Mujer Pública (Eng:
Public W oman), produces a weekly r adio show ,
and maintains a cultur al café named Carcajada
(Eng: Laughter).

Founder Julieta P aredes describes Mujeres
Creando as "a 'cr aziness' started b y three women
from the arrogant, homophobic and totalitarian
Left of Bolivia during the 1980s, where
heterosexualit y w as still the model and feminism
was understood to be divisiv e." 

Mujeres Creando gained international attention
due to their in volv ement in the 2001 occupation
of the Bolivian Banking Supervisory Agency on
behalf of Deudor a, an organization of those
indebted to microcredit institutions. The
occupants, armed with dynamite and moloto v
cocktails, demanded total debt forgiv eness and
achiev ed some limited success. Julieta Ojeda, a
member of Mujeres Creando , explains that "in
realit y the financial institutions were committing

usury and extortion, cheating people and
exploiting their ignor ance, making them sign
contr acts that they didn't understand." 

On A ugust 15, 2002 members of Mujeres
Creando and supporters in volv ed in the

production of an educational film dealing with
violence in relation to women's human rights
were beaten b y La P az police. 

For more information in Spanish
http://www .mujerescreando .org/

The RAG is a magazine produced b y a div erse
group of anarcha-feminist women in Dublin. 

This first issue of the magazine has tak en o ver
a y ear to produce. The first RAG magazine is 42
pages of content inside a colour co ver. 

It contains topics as guerilla girls; unschooling:
let ’s get free; unionising sex work; women and
anarchism; r ape culture; sexual violence in our
communities; anger: birthed and tr ansformed;
feminist health etc.. 

The second issue just come out now at the end
of october .

The collectiv e remaines committed to non-
hier archical structures, with rev olving facilitators,
skill sharing, group editing, mutual support and
respect, and, whenev er possible, consensus
decision making. 

http://r agdublin.org/

RAG Dublin 

revolutionaryanarchafeminist group
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from these bad apples about ga y people. W e
put some news on the Bulgarian IMC about
protest of our R omanian anarchist friends
that defended the ga y par ade from the nazi
skins in Bucharest. And then there were too
man y homophobic offends and ev en threats
that if there is such a "faggot" festiv al in
Bulgaria they (the bad apples) will giv e beer
to the nazi skins to kick the "faggot" asses.
There were also some stupid and
homophobic statements about the issue of
"Abolishing the borders from below" about
patriarch y. Ma y be they consider themselv es
a real macho rev olutionaries and think that
problems lik e sexism, homophob y and
especially nationalism and en vironmentalism
(which are v ery serious right now in Bulgaria)
are not important and this is not the aim if

anarchism. I am really upset and nerv ous
because all of this. I don't w anna call m yself
an anarchist if this means being lik e them. 

How to go on further?

I think it is v ery important to smash this
dogmatic beha vior and create new forms of
relationship where the people are toler ant
and help each other to do what they w ant.
It's first our beha vior and w ay of acting to
others. W e must learn how to treat the
others as equals no matter of their sex, r ace
or sexual orientation. W e must be the change
we w ant to see in the world.

Thanks a lot and all the best!

How f re e are 
autonomous/ f ree spaces?

by a ber l in  ac t iv is t  

On a house w all in Berlin is spr ayed:
'autonomous spaces for free people!' What I
think sucks about this gr affiti is the implicit
statement, that we are all
already free from authoritarian
relations and that people can
dev elop and mo ve freely in left
places. This is not at all existing
in realit y, ev en if we would wish
so. Nonetheless is in Berlin the
word autonomous space used
synon ymous with left projects.
In gener al are open and hidden
hier archies in the left and
women/lesbian/tr ansgender
scene a taboo . It is just
assumed that we would be able to act non-
hier archical with each other . But we screwed
up with this: on the only
women/lesbian/tr ansgender w agon place in
Berlin. 

We where around 15 to 20 people, all living
in w agons and referring to
women/lesbian/tr ansgender . And we had the

wish and demand to be able to solv e
problems in different patterns than dominant
in our current societ y. Something we didn't

achiev e, we failed in our
discussions. Our problems ha ve
grown more acute almost until
insanit y. W e ha ve brought
ourselv es to a psy chological and
physical incredible shitt y point.
As a consequence
appro ximately the half of all
people mo ved to other different
wagon places. An analysis
about what went wrong, we
could and cannot mak e
together an ymore. An yw ay I

want to dr aw up a conclusion and giv e some
impulse to a void the same mistak es next
time. That we as a
women/lesbian/tr ansgender context
automatically ha ve a free space from
patriarchal and hier archical beha viour and
don't ha ve to deal with our own structures
was a false estimation. W e should ha ve giv en
to one cornerstone of feminist policies much



more importance: the priv ate is political. 
For too long w as too much 'priv ate'.

Injuries emerged because of priv ate letters
and priv ate discussions. Man y priv ate things
are important for a group , because they ha ve
influence on the whole group-dynamic. It
doesn't matter if it becomes better or worst,
in an y case the dynamic gets in-tr ansparent
for some people. 

If for example sexual or lo ve relations are
not tr ansparent, this can
lead to a (group) problem: if
injuries which occurred in a
priv ate setting are leading to
anger , fear or
incomprehensible solidarit y
or support in a public
situation (lik e a plenum). If
infr actions are not clear and
motiv ations not easy to see
through a lot of times mock -
discussions occur for hours.
For example we had o ver
months discussions
regarding garbage and responsibilit y, where I
allege that they had dishonest motiv es, others
than the ones that where mentioned. On the
other side a structure lik e the nuclear family
dev eloped par ado xically . With this I mean,
that for example the social control rose up ,
the 'w anting-to-know' about things, that I
don't regard important for m y living project.
This balancing act is not easy: A situation can

be seen as politicizing the priv ate from one
person and as social control from somebody
else. 

I think that a good and realistic self -
evaluation is important, to decide which
'priv ate matters' are necessary for the people
in m y group in order to understand m y
beha viour . The problem at this point, that this
reflected self -ev aluation, which I demand
from people, often has still to be formulated

and pr acticed in discussion.
A difficult y is to learn to
overcome the patriarchal
self -o verestimation ('I will
be able to manage this just
by m yself '). 

The basic requirement to
dev elop autonomous spaces
is the attempt to find a non-
hier archical contact with
each other . Neither labels as
women/lesbian/tr ansgender
or left are helping us with
this, nor good intensions (as

for example I w ant to be anti-
racist/patriarchal /… /so I am not). Much
more important is the willingness to confront
in an honest w ay our own hier archical and
repressiv e structures as well as establish a
continuous and collectiv e discussion about it!

NEVER GIVE UP!
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In the name of Security - 
Making their own rules?

20th nato Summit
2nd till the 4th of April 08

in Bucharest / Romania

Since September 11, 2001 the US declared a "W ar on T error", as it had done earlier with
regard to po vert y, crime and drugs. With this torture has been resurrected as a course of
action and subject of debate. While Bush did state on 26 June 2004 that 'the United States
reaffirms its commitment to the worldwide elimination of torture', this statement came after
much evidence of beha viour and discussion that had appeared to contr adict it. 

Over the millennia torture has been used for four main reasons:
Over the millennia torture has been used for four main reasons:



the elderies and according to the old tr aditions
against which communism didn't bother to do
anything, the woman w as the one to do all the
house work. Besides the fact that the prohobition
of the abortion w as the main tool for woman's
ensla vement, this la w has also damaged the
relationships between people (espacially the sexual
relationships) and a full-control o ver societ y and
mostly o ver the individual.

The change of the system in December 1989
has brought with itself the fall of this la w that w as
forbiding the abortion, which w as regarded in that
time as a direct act against the freedom of human
beeing. W e ha ve to k eep in mind that in december
1989 people ha ve
died to win their
freedom and the
right for abortion
implicitly . 

Now , in the
years 2000, in full
ascension of
"democr acy" in
Romania, there
are man y kinds of
o r g a n i z a t i o n s
(more or less
terrorist) lik e
ProVita - a sort of
romanian ProLife,
under the shield
of the State and
Church and
directly supported
and financed b y
politicians, parties
and extreme right
w i n g
o r g a n i z a t i o n s
(New Right, New
Gener ation P art y
etc). Besides all
these ev en the
romanian societ y
has begun to
support more
and more openly
the x enofobic and consev ativ e ideas of right wing
ideology . Man y y oung people fall into this because
of the intense media campaign which is beeing
done directly or indirectly against abortion. In the
sexual education classes in schools they show films
and "terrif ying" materials about how atrocius an
abortion can be, insinuating the idea of torture and
crime. The president of the country beeing
concerned about the demogr afic decline of
Romania has recently assembled a "team of
experts" to handdle, one w ay or another , the
problem with the decreasing number of births.

In the same time I find it rev olting that the
Cannes F estiv al has a warded a film which tries to
impress the spectators just lik e an anti- abortion
propaganda documentary does. In this case "P alme
d'or" has become a patriarchal palm (slap) tow ards
every woman. The mo vie "4 months, 3 weeks and

2 da ys" is presenting the abortion as a big mistak e,
the suprem sin, and the woman who is commiting
it as the most dreadful human beeing on Earth. It
is denigr ating the image of woman through the two
char acters who embody the foolishness, ignor ance,
lack of sensitivit y and lie. This film is shown all o ver
Romania, beeing supported b y the feder al
authorities, which under the mask of national
pride, they reopen the cinemas that were closed
for the last y ears in villages and small towns in
every corner of the country . It is important to
remind that the y outh is encour aged to come and
watch this mo vie. And the reaction of those who
are in the cinema is first of all one of disgust

against abortion
and then rev olt and
hatred against the
stupidit y and
ignor ance of the
woman who is
doing it. Concerning
is the fact that the
film seems to be a
sample of feminine
solidarit y turning
the rev olt and
hatered against this
char acter into a
despise against all
the women.

In m y opinion
the film is doing
nothing else ex cept
from proo ving and
reinforcing the
t r a d i t i o n a l
preconceiv ed ideas,
according to which
the woman is
stupid, lier and hore
through her nature.

T h e s e
preconceiv ed ideas
will continue to
repet history , to
destro y harmon y
between people, to

turn family into a compromise based on constr aint,
materialism and self -lying, to be a barrier against
the hapiness of humanit y. 

The fact that a handful of politicians, mostly
men, decide what I ma y or ma y not do with m y
own body , is shocking. Neither the State, nor the
Church has the right to restr ain the freedom of the
individual to deicide o ver his own body! The only
master o ver y our life is y ourself!

LOVEKILLS COLLECTIVE  

3lo v ekills3@gmail.com
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Romanian communist system (1947-1989) just
as the Nazi system dev eloped the idea of "heroine
mother" who has to giv e birth to at least 4 children
for the social and economical dev elopment of the
country . But in order that the woman accomplishes
this role without objections, the abortion had to be
forbidden. 

The dr ama that came with the
prohibition of abortion, in a time
when women's equalit y w as an
idea met only in the state
propaganda mo vies, is hard to
imagine. 

Those women who chose to
have an abortion were enormously
risking, just as those who chose to
help them did.  First of all the
sentence w as from 1 to 5 y ears in
jail for the one who w as doing the
abortion as well as for the one who
was ha ving the abortion. If the
woman who had an abortion w as
having a hemorrhage (bleeding)
afterw ards and w as going to the hospital, the
militia (police name during communism) w as
hearing about this and they would giv e orders so
that the woman doesn't get an y medical attention
and ev en let alone to die if she would refuse to

denounce the one who did the abortion.
Because of the prohibition of the abortion man y

women wouldn't dare to mak e this decision, and
this is wh y they were forced to abandon their new -
born bab ys in orphanges. In the same time due to
the unsucceded abortion there were children

beeing born with different handicaps, and
placed as well in the orphanages, but
of course beeing treated much worse
than those children considered
normal.

The idea promoted b y the church
which said that the woman w as a
sinner and that she can o vercome
this curse only b y giving birth, w as
still present in the so-called
communist regime which w as not
admiting the legitimacy of the
church, but it w as silently apro ving
its existence and w as using its power
to control and manipulate people
more easily .

During the communist regime the
women were those who suffered the most; behind
the false idea of equalit y between people and
between sex es, the woman w as bound to work as
hard as a man in factories and agriculture, she had
to tak e care and w atch out after the children and

ABORTION IS EVERY WOM AN'S RIGHT!
LOVEKILLS COLLECTive 

uncomfortable in the camp etc. The main idea w as
to attr act attention to workshop of as man y
unconcerned people as possible  and start to r aise
very basic questions, since we could see that man y
people don´t see the difference between "gender"
and "sex". 

Many people came but most of them knew
already what we w anted to sa y. W e discussed
these fundamental notions lik e sexism, sex,
gender , intersex in small groups which took up
most of the time. Therefore, a final discussion that
should actually co ver not only sexism theory as
such, but also pr actical examples (in the camp ,
e.g.) w as v ery short and not  v ery confrontational.
At least, the first seed w as sown into the minds of
people who didn't ev en think about it. 

We should sa y more words about some positiv e
moments. There were some men who were
interested in the gender topic. They had also
discussions with men ha ving sexist beha viour , they
fought for equalit y in ev erything, they took part in
prepar ations of workshops on this topic, they made
their own workshops. This support, understanding
and empowerment w as really important. Not only
to see problem, but also try to do something to
change it.

Also , a positiv e thing w as that men were
involv ed in different jobs lik e cooking, medicine,
spending time with children etc. F or somebody , it
ma y sound lik e nothing special. But for some

people, it w as a new experience. So that w as not
only good lik e an expression of equalit y, but also
presenting possibilities for the others. And the
same w as to be seen with women who were
building, carrying hea vy stuff , digging etc. Those
who still think that woman can't do it were if not
surprised or shock ed then inspired.   

To sum it up , when talking about gender view
and discussing sexism at the camp , the ev ent w as
useful for man y people who came. But not a big
percent of them showed it. W e sa w the effect of
our sometimes pro vocativ e words or acts. P eople
were starting to think about it,  ma ybe for the first
time in their life.

Off course we would prefer more people,
irrespectiv e of their sex, to be in volv ed in different
kinds of activities, more people to understand the
problem of sexism and more people to start to fight
against it, not only v erbally , but firstly , b y changing
themselv es.

But it w as our first experience in organising such
an occasion and for man y participants, it w as their
first participating in such an ev ent. And of course,
we (the organisers) had made man y mistak es. But
hopefully , this experience will not pass through us
and people who visited camp and we believ e that it
will help all of us in the future. 

And hopefully , more people will start to see
around them not "genders" but personalities, those
who we really are in realit y.



- First, at man y historical moments politics has acted on the belief that there is a
category of sub-human. F or example, in Greek and R oman times it w as assumed that torture
was the only means to ensure that sla ves told the truth. 

- Secondly , the place of confession (queen of proofs) as a means of establishing guilt has
been strongly associated with the use of torture. In the absence of full certaint y, a confession
had to be extr acted, most frequently through the use of torture. In the sense of the informal
motto of the Saigon police, "If they are not guilt y, beat them until they are"'. 

- Thirdly , there is the relationship between torture and power . To displa y to the public the
'unrestr ained presence', and the 'absolute power of life and death' through punishment that
is 'both personal and public'.

- Finally , with the modern statehood, political dissent - including the use of terrorist
tactics and political assassination - led to torture's use for deterrent or intimidation purposes
or to acquire information. 

The history of torture points to sev eral possible reasons for its resurrection in a more open
form since 9/11. The designation of certain peoples as of lesser status, or as not fully human;
the priorit y giv en to the securit y of the state; the t ypes of conditions under which evidence
is acquired which influences the means adopted for determining guilt; and the necessit y to
be seen to punish in order to demonstr ate o verwhelming power and to deter opposition to
those in power ha ve all pla yed roles in k eeping torture aliv e o ver the millennia.

Torture, power and reputation

A new and v alued reputation is one of effectiv eness in dealing with suspected terrorists,
including the abilit y to pass regulations that strengthen the centr al authorit y of the state,
police air , sea and land borders, arrest terrorist suspects, focus on their interrogation, and
investigate more fully those seeking asylum or to migr ate.Is that not the implication of the
US release of photogr aphs distributed around the world of those held captiv e at the US na val
base at Guantanamo Ba y, prisoners in cages in or ange o veralls crouching before US marine
commanders, blindfolded and shackled? These prisoner photogr aphs were not tak en b y a
papar azzo camer a commando , but b y US Marine photogr aphers for a home audience that
wants to see the boot of retribution being applied. 

20th nato Summit
2nd till the 4th of April 08

in Bucharest / Romania
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Global consequences

There is a growth in this rhetoric and beha viour , on the part of a number of go vernments.
(In amended and new anti-terrorist legislation, for example, terrorism is frequently defined
in dangerously wide-r anging w ays.) F or example, Uzbek securit y forces in Ma y 2005 used
indiscriminate force against civilians in Andijan, killing possibly between 200 and 700 people,
on the grounds that these were groups link ed with international Islamist terrorism.
Subsequently , a widespread cr ackdown on those trying to expose the brutalit y led to
indefinite detention and coercion of the families of those who fled the country . What is
happening in different regions of the world is an indication of how unrestr ained man y
governments believ e themselv es to be when the 'most powerful state' elev ates counter -
terrorist action abo ve other v alues. T orture and other forms of abuse become commonplace. 

Us versus Them

'We hold ourselv es to humane standards of treatment of people no matter how evil or terrible
they ma y be. T o do otherwise . . . undermines our securit y, but it also undermines our greatness as

a nation. W e stand for something more in the world - a mor al mission, one of freedom and
democr acy and human rights at home and abroad . . . The enem y we fight has no respect for human

life. They don't deserv e our sympath y. But this isn't about who they are. This is about who we are.' 

Such a statement might ha ve one effect in that it reinforces the 'us v ersus them'
argument. On 6 September Bush acknowledged for the first time the existence of a secret
CIA prison network. The same in the case of extr aordinary rendition of detainees to locations
where not too man y questions will be ask ed about the conditions of their detention and
interrogation.

Exhibitions and discussion workshops planned for the counter -summit in Bucharest will
focus on sev eral of these sections: gener al o verview of actual w ar and conflict situations
worldwide, with explanations to NA TO structure and in volv ement; secret prisons /
Guantánamo / Abu Gr aib / secret detention in P oland and R omania; torture, political killings,
secret detention and 'disappear ances' in Chechn ya; the Andijan massacre in Uzbekistan;
Transnistria; prison-industrial complex; ethnic cleansing in conflict, migr ation-regime of the
fortress Europe; sexualised violence in conflict/w ar and ev ery day life. If y ou w ant to tak e part
in the prepar ation or organiz e a workshop get in contact. 

No States - No Laws - No Wars

20th nato Summit
2nd till the 4th of April 08

in Bucharest / Romania

9
E

R
IN

Y
E

N
 anarcha-fem

inist new
spaper                              



commodit y, lik e in case of pictures in the
magazines, ha ve these stereot ypes (including fear ,
disgust against these not often seen images of
women) in their heads. And we still ha ven´t
mentioned really sexist people who said v ery
stupid things sometimes. P eople don't see
personalities in each other , but only capitalist
constructs that ha ve constantly been enforced b y
the societ y and the state. Where their views on
freedom/liber ation had gone, w as a secret for us. 

We decided to organiz e a safe space for women
during prepar ation. Our position has been that
women ha ve alw ays been under the pressure of
men and patriarchal beha vior . Ev en in groups
which claim antisexism as one of their main ideas,
women just cannot feel safe enough. It's not
because "feminists hate men and w ant to destro y
all of them". W e can explain it shortly in such a
way: we were born and ha ve been living in a
patriarchal societ y, so ev en after we denounce
p a t r i a r c h a l
s t e r e o t y p e s
a n d ,
accordingly , in
a societ y that
p r o m o t e s
t h e s e
s te reo t ypes ,
we are still
part of this
system and
the world. And
so, women, ev en though they are not directly
harmed b y the closest surroundings, still are under
constant tension coming from our societ y based on
a patriarchal rule. So if they were once e.g. beaten
by a man, women feel some fear and anxiet y
based on the expectancy of the same beha viour .
Either in or out of the activists´ en vironment,
majorit y of men cannot k eep themselv es from
being h yper activ e, loud, expansiv e etc. so that
women don't ha ve enough space for self -
expression. 

We need our closed safe space where we can be
sure about our comfort, understanding of each
other , opening of themselv es.

The idea w as mentioned on the registr ation
form and already at that time, people started to
react to it. They called  this idea "sexism". Similar
reactions appeared during the whole prepar ation
period and the whole camp itself; mostly after they
saw the sign "women only z one". Man y people
were just critically laughing at it or becoming angry
just because b y their point of view there simply
was "no sexism at the camp", that is wh y there
was not a necessit y in it. 

But some of then were trying to understand.
They ask ed, talk ed, thought about it.

There w as an idea to form a r adical cheerleader
group within the public performance. They had a
performance at the camp area and in the cit y of
Uzhgorod during the action da y. Girls, as well as
boys took part in this activit y (bo ys comprised 2/3
of the whole group). All were dressed according to
the common vision of women. Bo ys wore mostly
dresses, skirts, slinky T -shirts. They had bright
stereot ypical mak e-up , prostitutes or tr ansgenders
often use. Apart from the original idea of the whole
radical cheerleading, we perceiv ed it as a mock ery

of the st yle chosen b y these groups. Also , guys
who performed cheerleaders perceiv ed all this as
fun and a possibilit y to try to wear women´s
clothes. From one point of view , it could be viewed
as gender bending, when y ou try to refute a
tr aditional image of men and women and to mix
gener ally accepted signs of femininit y and
masculinit y, with an attempt to subv ert them. But
in this case, guys were just ha ving fun and we
doubt that an y of them ev er took this point of view
into account. In fact, their beha viour w as v ery
similar to those embarr assing TV pop shows where
a mere portr ayal of women b y men is a reason to
laugh, whereas the dumbest stereot ypical means
(flaring mak e-up , high-heel shoes, hairy legs in the
skirt, funn y, ain´t it?) are usually chosen. 

We should sa y that a high lev el of antisexist and
feminist activit y w as not observ ed in the camp . For
example about 10-15 women took part in
discussions about sexism in camp and preparing
workshop on this topic. Men were ev en much less

activ e.

H o w e v e r ,
there were
s e v e r a l
w o r k s h o p s
dealing with a
topic of
f e m i n i s m ,
s e x i s m ,
homophobia
in the camp:

- anarcho-feminism and rev olution in
every day life. The first focused on putting anarchist
and anarchofeminist ideas into ev ery day pr actice.
The idea w as to interchange our experience with
other people and to discuss the w ays how to put
anarchist and anarchofeminist ideas into pr actice,
where are our boundaries and how we can struggle
with them.

- Feminist self -defense - mental, v erbal,
physical. 

- Methods of domination. 5 w ays through
which one person can ex ert power o ver another
person:  making in visible, ridiculing, withholding
information, double punishment, blaming &
shaming.

- Sexism and homophobia in the activist
scene

- Workshop about sexism and gender which
was made b y sev eral activists lik e reaction on high
lev el of sexism in camp .

Unfortunately , we did not visit ev ery workshop .
"Sexism and homophobia in activist scene" w as
made b y people from R ussia and mostly R ussian
speaking people participated. Natur ally , the lev el of
understanding of the topic w as different. Some of
them claimed: "I'm a sexist and a homophobe".
But some were really deep into the topic. So in the
end, the discussion w as v ery interesting and
useful. 

The second workshop emerged, as we told
before, as a reaction to the situation in the camp .
Many of us felt these sexist relations, beha viour . So
we firstly had few meetings and talk ed much about
our feelings, experience and str ategy to fight
sexism in the camp . And we decided to mak e a
simple basic workshop . To show people what
sexism and feminism is, wh y women feel
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pro vok ed not only frustr ation, stress,
unsatisfaction, discontent, but also different
spontaneous discussions.    

There w as a situation when we had to unload
truck of wood and carry it far to camp . When men

saw woman carrying big logs b y their own they
started to sa y that they are woman and that's wh y
they shouldn't do it. And when I ask ed one guy
whether he would mak e remarks, if there w as a
young man of the same age, body constitution and
weight instead of a y oung 18- year -old woman. He
answered: "Of course not.." But he w as confused
and he started to think about it. So mostly ev ery
conflict pro voked people to talk about this "taboo"
topic and think about it for themselv es.

There w as really a higher lev el of caring
beha viour from men tow ards women. Because
man y men think, if a person has a female identit y,
she is automatically weak er then a man and men
should  care more about women´s safet y. If y ou
are a woman y ou alw ays feel a distrust of y our
skills and knowledge. Y ou alw ays ha ve to pro ve
that y ou CAN DO IT . It's anno ying at least. 

To illustr ate such a view of a particular man
tow ards women, I will tak e the situation when we
had to choose logs of a certain siz e, tak e them out
of the pile of other logs. From some point of view ,
it could be a dangerous work, BUT both for women
and men. I approached the pile to try to pull one
log out of the pile and I w as "kindly" ask ed not to
do it and to step aside. The reason w as that the
man w as worried I will hurt m yself . And that is how
one of the numerous discussions about the
differences between men and women and
limitations coming out of them began. W ell, to
reproduce the whole discussion would tak e up
much space and, certainly , some of y ou had to face
the arguments lik e "but men and women are not
identical, women are weak er and more fr agile that
is wh y we should treat them carefully", "men ha ve
different system of orientation in space", "women
have intuition". After this fiery discussion in which
me, this man, one English speaking woman and a
man took part (basically , me, English speaking
woman and man formed somehow an alliance
against this man, other people listened passiv ely in
the back), when we tried to explain that the world
cannot be divided only into 2 bo xes: women and
men etc. , this man w as still unable understand the
whole message, but at least, he w as not trying to

ask us to step aside. Also , after this discussion, we
- two women - who w anted to carry these logs had
to listen to their ironical comments (not directly
addressed to us). Apparently , we wounded their
egos and self -confidence and this w as their w ay of
coping with the defeat in the discussion.  

Similar discussions were on the daily agenda. 
Of course not man y people showed their views

on some things happening around. And it seemed
that man y of them were OK with it. But in narrow
circles, one could hear different opinions, often not
really nice and sexist. One could hear jok es and as
already mentioned, ironical comments on the
women criticising their sexist beha viour . 

One da y during the morning meeting one
women from the UK said just one sentence: "we
should not divide people b y their sex". Man y
women and English speaking men supported her .
Many Russian speaking men reacted on these
words aggressiv ely: "Where did she find sexism
here?!". 

Also , when we tak e a look at the sign which
appeared abo ve the bo x with condoms; there w as
a sign in English - "Fight un wanted pregnancy",
whereas the sign in R ussian said: "Don´t lea ve kids
after y ourselv es". A t first glance, it is nothing
significant, but it reflects the lev el of
understanding the concept of sex and sexism. Both
cases are a perfect examples of  this v ery big
difference between men and women, between
people from different countries in realizing this
problem. 

As ev erywhere, the conception of man y people
about human body , its appear ance
(sha ved/unsha ved etc.) is full of stereot ypes. Of

course, man y people were shock ed b y unsha ving
and topless women. Again, for man y Russian
speaking activists, this w as v ery unusual - to see
so man y unsha ved women around. The discussions
on this topic ha ve still been vivid ev en after the
camp in Kiev's activists circles. Lik e some guys said
"they were stressed, shock ed b y it and couldn't
bear it.". Ev en people claiming they see ev erybody
equal and challenge the vision of human as a
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20th nato Summit
2nd till the 4th of April 08

in Bucharest / Romania
This 20th NA TO summit will be the largest one in the history of NA TO, as all the 23 member
states of the NA TO Partnership for P eace will attend, besides 26 member states of the
alliance. Appro ximately 3.000 high-r anking officials are expected to participate in the summit. 

There will be a r ange of counter -ev ents in Bucharest and others place. Those coming from the
north, can for example stop b y at the ANTI -NATO info-point in Iasi (at the Ukr ainian and
Molda vian border) before continuing their w ay to Bucharest. The cit y also held for a week in
July the first squat 'R ebil' in R omania (an English report can be found at
http://de.indymedia.org/2007/07/188166.shtml). If y ou are coming from the south y ou
might be interested in joining the prepar ation for the ANTI -NATO bik e tour and the critical
mass, to be contacted o ver katarzis@riseup .net.

In Bucharest are plent y of opportunities to join into the ANTI -NATO week: a legal march,
direct actions, probably the NoBorder from Timisoar a seeking exile in Bucharest and man y
more. 

Still y ou should k eep in mind, especially if coming from the west, that the 'scene' is not as
big and equipped as y ou might be used to . So try to be as self -organiz ed as possible: bring
a sleeping bag, try to organiz e food (dumpster diving is not so common, but y ou can still find
some stuff ) or ev en join the local FNB group (or bring in y our local group for joint actions).
Organizing legal sleeping spaces on mass still requires money , so ev ery soli- action is
welcome. 

On http://www .contr a-do xa.com y ou can find:

- our Anti-Nato Visitor Guide (in English, soon also in P olish, French, Bulgarian, Greek)
- the Legal Guide for actions in R omania
- our booklet Violence Against W omen
- Soli stuff and announcement of Soli Actions
- Poster for mobilization in y our area in english and romanian

Anyw ay sta y updated on what will happen or be planned in the next months, as it will be
announced o ver the webside.

For the anarcha-feminist mobilization get in contact with us. 
10
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This is an ode to a Berlin "anarchist" collectiv e
of m y past. I am sure, man y ha ve made similar
experiences of being in collectiv es which at one
point don't meet the same ideas oneself would
affiliate with anarchism and working together in
collectiv es, which are supposed to be based on
anti- authoritarian standards. W ell it sometimes
becomes quite disillusioning after all those y ears,
seeing the same stuff happening again and again.
People remain in collectiv es, becoming one of the
subordinated parts (y ou know how it is - planning
collectiv e actions, where a part is alw ays cooking,
cleaning, carrying around the stuff , building up
the tables, technical
stuff , painting
banners and so on,
while some other
enjo y much more,
alw ays just to arriv e
in time to present
themselv es, putting
their person in
'scene' while others
have built it up) or
sta y because of the
benefits they
assume from being
part of a 'famous'
collectiv e. While
becoming more and
more frustr ated,
man y people only get their anger and frustr ation
about dominant people out, behind their backs,
but remain in their damn subordinated position.
Moaning about other peoples actions and
beha viour , but not realizing that a great deal also
lies with them. If y ou w ant to change the power
relations in a certain collectiv e, because people
have the impression that it is unequal or
dominating, it's not the only solution that people
withdr aw from their power (which is hard enough
to communicate and achiev e), it also needs
people who are willing to tak e up responsibilities
for themselv es, without being fuckin lead b y
someone or ascribed work loads b y others. W ell
in some collectiv es people become one of the
silenced part, because questioning authorit y
becomes a vital threat, if y ou are surrounded b y
people who r ather put their heads down than
confronting people who are insulting or silencing
others. I started to write this text with a focus on
power , as well as the connected issue of v arious

forms of constr aint on human action, to put m y
personal experiences in a broader context. Of
course, ev en if I tell m yself , I don't surrender to
your damn rules, assumptions, ego games and
power seeking beha viour , it has a personal
impact if oneself is getting insulted, intimidated
and made shut up , for criticizing dominant
beha viour or hidden hier archies. Especially if the
majorit y of a collectiv e remains openly silent on
this, r ather making the choice of criticizing
hidden behind the back of the person who is
insulting others, not confronting authoritarian
beha viour o ver and o ver again, or giving time

and space for the
explanation and
ex cuses of this
person, r ather than
considering to giv e
at least the same
time and space for
the people who
where insulted. So
what does it mak e?
It mak es y ou feel
insecure, loosing
trust in people,
avoiding places not
to be confronted
with the same
people. It tak es
time to find y our

self -esteem, y our place, y our cour age and y our
voice again in order to sa y, mean and liv e up to
'NEVER SURRENDER'.

So here it goes:

Power itself appears in a relational w ay: one
cannot meaningfully sa y that a particular person
'has power' without also specif ying the role of
other people in the social collectiv e. Also power
very often runs reciprocally , but usually not with
equal reciprocit y. To ex ercise power o ver people,
one must ha ve control o ver things that others
desire or need, but one can r arely ex ercise that
power without a measure of rev erse control. Of
course in anarchist collectiv es power exists,
which is not necessarily bad in itself . But we ha ve
to distinguish between the v arious forms of
power and power as such. Unlik e power ,
hier archical power relations are alw ays based on
social systems of command and obedience, whatev er

Unmarked Categories

and the question of pow er

some anarcha-feminist notes

erinyen collective
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Karina: This ev ent took place 10-20th of A ugust
2007 in Ukr aine in T ranscarpathia. The camp w as
planned to deal mostly with the problem of pushing
the borders further and creating the F ortress
Europe, the problem of taking more sev ere
measures against "illegal" immigr ation, to serv e as
a meeting point for F ood not bombs, Indymedia
group and not last to mention, it should ha ve been

a place for meeting and building networks among
activists, within post -Soviet space and in between
the Eastern and W estern activists. 

First of all, I w ant to sa y that one of the main
topics for me as an activist and a woman is
feminism and antisexism. So ev en during
prepar ation of No border camp , I put forw ard a
goal of rising up such topic in it, to open it here, in
a post US SR-countries activist scene. I see our
scene sometimes v ery sexist in comparison to
countries with older history of activism. Ev ery day
beha vior in between people is discriminativ e not
only among common people. Still, there is a high
lev el of this shit in activists' heads and in between
them. But the problem lies not only in it, but also
that people can't understand and don't w ant to try .
So that's wh y I w as really happ y about few
participants who announced workshops on
feminism, sexism and other concerned topics.

Further is the analysis made b y K arina (Ukr aine)
and Kristina (Slo vakia).

To determine the degree of sexism, we
necessarily ha ve to talk about the structure of the
camp and to mention some of its peculiarities,
though we wouldn't really lik e to differentiate
participants according to an y char acteristics: most
of the participants were R ussian speaking (60 -
70%) and concerning the presence of women and
men, we had the impression that the men were
prev alent. 

Again, we ha ve to sa y a word on the specific
groups, not because we would lik e to label them,
but because it is important for the whole
understanding of the context. A t the beginning, we
should talk about two different t ypes of division: 

- v ertical - between organiz ers and participants
(unfortunately , we couldn't a void existing of an
invisible division line)

- horiz ontal division - the presence of skinheads,
HC/punk communit y (which don't appear to be so
macho-lik e, but an yw ay the lev el of sexism in their
case w as relativ ely high and the women in this
group were quite passiv e), feminists and pro-
feminists (women and men who are up to the topic
and were activ e during the whole camp),
representativ es of v arious NGOs on the questions
of human rights, immigr ants etc. (English speaking
people in this group were more activ e), pacifist
activists (again, English speaking people were
more educated in the topic), the people who came
just for ha ving fun.  

A da y-b y-da y life of the camp should ha ve been
organiz ed through activ e in volv ement of ev ery
participant. All the decisions should ha ve been
tak en after the discussions during the morning
gener al assemblies. The decisions included
every day camp life (wood, toilets, cleaning etc.),
camp securit y, food deliv ery , workshop agenda and
problems arising during the camp .   

We can sa y that the most activ e participants at
the assemblies from the R ussian speaking
environment were men. On the contr ary , if we tak e
into account English speak ers, especially women
were v ery activ e. 

Russian speaking participants were bent to
more sexist beha viour than English speaking part
of the camp . Under "R ussian speaking" we mean
mostly people coming from Ukr aine, Belarus,
Russia, while "English speaking" were from Europe,
US, UK etc. (it's easier to explain situation using
such grouping). 

The problem started to appear during the

prepar ation time, i. e. before the start of the whole
camp . Some of those who were in volv ed in the
prepar ation divided the work into easy and hard,
accordingly , into female and male. F or example it
related to collecting and carrying of the woods and
other hea vy stuff , digging of the toilets. Not only
verbally , but also ph ysically , men tried to tak e the
woods/logs out of the hands of women. It

NO Border Camp Ukraine 07
- sexism at the camp -

an analyse by Karina and Kristina 
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presented the workshops, the v egan meals, the
camping, the sunlight and the sunset, the
"tempor ary autonomous bar", the part y, the late
night mo vies. 

From the discussions we'v e had with people
(especially those from R omania) who came and
showed their interest on the workshops and group
discussions, we think that the effort w as definitely
worth while and that all in all the festiv al had a quit
strong impact on the scene. This made us think
about the next y ear festiv al, ha ving now a
background we hope to a void the aspects that
made it so difficult (and sometimes unpleasant)
this y ear.

Our perspectiv e on how things dev eloped
around this festiv al is for sure 100% subjectiv e and
personal, but we preferred to present it this w ay
since we definitely consider that our personal is
and will alw ays be political!!! 

Bellow y ou ha ve a short description of the
festiv al: where, when and how it happened:  

Lovekills festiv al took place on 6th and 7th July
near Timisoar a (W est of R omania). The location
was an airfield, 2 kilometers a way from the cit y. It
was a huge space where we had a big room from
workshops, showers, camping and parking space
and a huge space for outside activities. Lo veKills
festiv al w as the first anarcha-feminist ev ent where
the focus w as not on (punk) concerts, but on
workshops and pr agmatic discussions. This is
ma ybe wh y not so man y people showed their
interest in this fest. There were about 50 people
attending, comming  from A ustria, German y,
Croatia, Ukr aine, Greece, UK and some from
Romania.

In R omania people  don't ha ve a v ery possitiv e
reaction when they meet the word "feminism" in
gener al but mostly when they see the word
"anarcha-feminism", but ma ybe this is because
people ha ve missconceptions or don't know at all
what's this about. This is in fact the aim of the
festiv al: to mak e anarcha-feminism known in
Romania. V ery few people from R omania
(especially from Timisoar a) came for the
workshops, most of them came for the after -part y.

This is how the festiv al went on:
Frida y, 6th of July . Most of the people who

announced their participation arriv ed safely or with
some str ange experiences on their w ay through.
The first da y of the festiv al started just a little bit
later than planned, but this w as fine with
everybody , since we are not at school! and don't
have to k eep up with a rigid timetable. So it all
started around 13 o'clock with "UNMARKED
CATEGORIES AND THE QUESTION OF POWER",
after this first workshop we had a break for a
delicious v egan meal and then continued with
some JUGGLING activities outside and then the
group discussion on "GL OBAL AND L OCAL
SEXISM". The last discussion group w as about:
"STATE-MODERN FASCISM" but some other
additional discussions on migr ation and
institutionaliz ed violence.  F or the first da y we just
skipped the mo vies because the last discussion
finished around 22 o'clock. There were also a few
workshops which were cancelled from different
reasons. After a da y full of information and

discussions people had fun at the part y, dancing,
changing experiences and opinions or just chatting
around our bar .

Saturda y, 7th of July . The second da y started
also later than previewed with the "MYTHS AND
REALITIES: HUMAN TRAFFICKING" workshop ,
being followed b y another delicious v egan meal.
"EXPERIENCE AND POLITICS OF SEXU AL
VIOLENCE" w as the next discussion group and the
day ended with "BARBIE - SMILE IN PLA STIC"
workshop . After all the workshops were finished,
we took fiv e minutes to sa y a good-b ye word and
to greet ev erybody and thank to all the people who
were there and who made it possible to happen
and also ask some opinions so that we can do it
better next time. F or the second night we thought
that some good mo vies and documentaries would
fit better than a part y, and since people who were
there expressed also their preference o ver the
mo vies we just said ok then let's show mo vies all
night long. But unfortunately most of the people
were quit tired and we just had the chance to show
"VAGINA MONOL OGUES" and a documentary about
squatting in Amsterdam, the next one should ha ve
been a documentary about Emma Goldman (we
were still ha ving more interesting mo vies, besides
these), but we stopped it since it w as really late
and people were already falling asleep .  

During these two da ys, on the big hall we had
tables for the anarchist distributions (from
different countries which were present at the
festiv al), with a lot of information on women issues
in French/German/ English/R omanian… On the
walls there w as also an exhibition on animal rights.

You can find more info about the workshops, the
groups/individuals who presented them and the
distributions that were present, on our website:
http://www .aro . ecob ytes. net/lo vekills/.

The importance of this festiv al will be seen in
the future - if it will ha ve continuit y. People must
be informed about women issues and about the
struggle that must be done to solv e these issues.
It is impossible to be anarchist without being
feminist! The struggle for women's liber ation must
be the fight against the State which is the guardian
and shield of patriarchal societ y, of capitalism, of
all hier arch y and injustice of the world. (This w as
the main idea of Lo veKills Collectiv e, when we
decided to organiz e this fest).

OUR GOAL IS A SOCIETY FOR THE INDIVIDU AL
FREEDOM !!!
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concrete expressions these ma y tak e. Hier archies are
structures, where the dominant part enjo ys a privileged
and coerciv e position tow ards the subordinate
part which according to this social logic must
subdue their will and obey (howev er subtly or
unconsciously). 

Power ma y be held through social class,
personal or group charisma, ascribed power
(acting on perceiv ed or assumed abilities),
education (abilit y, skills), persuasion (direct or
indirect), knowledge (gr anted or withheld, shared
or k ept secret), resources  (financial, control of
access to places), force (violence, coercion)… It
could be also distinguished between 'power -o ver'
(influence on other people) from 'power -to'
(abilit y to perform). 

The powerful comprise those people with easy
access to resources, those who can ex ercise
power without considering their actions. The
unmark ed category can form the
identif ying mark of the powerful. The
unmark ed category becomes the
standard against which to measure
ev erything else. One can often
overlook unmark ed categories.
Whiteness forms an unmark ed
category , in man y parts of the
world, not commonly visible
to the powerful, as they
often fall within this
category . Anarchist
collectiv es quite often also
fall tr ap to this view
of power to
gender and
disabilit y: the
able body is the
neutr al body; the
man is the normal
status. The mark ed body
is outside of what is regarded as the norm: it is
too thin, it is too fat, it is crippled, it is mad, it is
unpredictable.

Because anarchism is purported to oppose all
usage of power and forms of oppression the term
anarcha-feminsim should actually be
unnecessary . All anarchists should, if they really
meant what they said about being against all
forms of oppression, work against, or at least not
support, the oppression of women. That's
theoretically . Howev er, our realit y is that we are
all products of our social surroundings. It is also
a fact that those who find themselv es in a
hier archical position of power ha ve a hard time
accepting that a hier arch y ev en exists. Men do
not recognise the oppression of women to the
same extent or to the same degree that women
do. Those who ha ve power and privilege are in
addition, often un willing to abandon these. Or
people who claim to support equalit y ha ve not
activ ely confronted others on their dominating or
har assing beha viour . Man y male anarchists ha ve
not activ ated themselv es in the struggle against
the oppression of women and it has become
necessary for female anarchists to signif y

themselv es as anarcha-feminists. 
If enough people accept 'common categories'

based on unmark ed categories learned through
socialization, then these people ex ercise power
by defining right from wrong and who , or what, is
'normal'. It is a subtle form of power: easier to
overlook than power enforced b y violence, hard
to resist because it is all about 'normalization'.
Many people simply do not seem to ha ve an y
comprehension what it means to grow up as
being different from the socially constructed
dominant norm in societ y, which is largely hostile
to y our own sense of self and to y our v ery
existence. Ev en among anarchists it tak es some
effort to understand the experience of those who
are different in some fundamental w ay, just to
name gender , ableness, sexual orientation and/or
ethnicit y. W e do not grow up or liv e in a v acuum;
we grow up and liv e in a particular societ y at a

particular time. All of us are influenced in
countless w ays b y the world in which we liv e.
You really think y ou are so special not to be
affected b y it? 

The unmark ed categories of privilege
known as 'normal': If y ou are str aight,

white, able-bodied, mid-
twenties to mid-forties
person, y ou are as
'normal' as it gets. It also

means y ou o verwhelmingly
occup y the main spaces, ev en if
you are not falling in all of those

unmark ed categories. It also
means, not alw ays pr acticed

activ e discrimination, but
activ e inattention. What

does it mean to speak and
act as a privileged person? It
means that y ou don't see a lot of

stuff because y ou nev er experienced it
or had to see it. 

Often there is a 'masculinit y' culture around
anarchism that some people feel alienated from.
Especially patriarch y teaches people, that they
are entitled to other people's bodies, to tak e up
space and to put their ideas and thoughts out
there whenev er they w ant to , without
consider ation for others. These issues bring
about disempowerment not only for women, but
for man y men who cannot or do not w ant to liv e
up to this 'masculinit y' stereot ype. This is a
v ery dif ferent social ization than other
people experience who are told to shut up ,
k eep it to themselv es, hide who they really
are, get out of the w ay and to nev er forget
how lucky they are to be allowed here.

Gender is a process of social
construction, a system of social
str at i f ication, and an insti tut ion that
structures ev ery aspect of our liv es because
of its embeddedness in the current system, as
well as in dominant sexualit y, language and
culture. W ell ev en in anarchist/autonomous
settings it is quite difficult for men and women to
sta y outside the discourse of heterosexual
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masculinit y/femininit y. If a female with a
Moha wk, tattoos, piercing, dressed in tight shirt,
mini-skirt and boots, might be considered a
rebellious person outside of the 'norm' from
societ y, how do y ou think she might be
interpreted when entering an illegiliz ed bar in a
squat, where she is not known? Ma ybe as
displa ying a vailabilit y to males in an anarchist
surrounding, ready for being 'check ed out' or
rather as a political activist for interesting
political discussions? Did y ou ev er wonder what
functions some 'dress codes' ha ve? Wh y are
there still so man y differences between female
and male dressing in the anarchist 'scene'? How
would a male anarchist be viewed if he chooses
to wear mini-skirts? Wh y do some guys alw ays
have to tak e their shirts of , as soon as they are in
public and it's not r aining or full of snow? With
enough experiences of women in autonomous
places who ha ve their personal
space violated b y men who
block their paths, stand too
close, use a too intimate and
insulting language, crude
remarks, hearing others r ate
women's bodies lik e "nice ass",
being groped or rubbed up
against…, y ou can imagine that
it has an impact on their
beha viour . For some it might be
necessary to form autonomous
female only spaces, in order to
breathe freely for a change. F or
others it means a constant fight against dominant
gender assumptions, arguments and pro ving that
you are equal in mix ed surroundings. Privileges
for men, whether they protect, threaten or
aggress, are seldom analysed in a constant
manner . Patriarch y is a dominant realit y in our
world, so much that man y people cannot imagine
any other w ay of organizing human life. Gender
and sexualit y are major components of
structured inequalit y and discrimination. Of
course the realit y of family life is quite different
from the sentimental ideal. Anarchists gener ally
do not hold with con ventional marriage. It is not
acceptable that it is an y business of the church or
the State what people do with their sexual
relationships. T rue emotional securit y for both
children and adults is less lik ely to be found in a
legally enforceable and artificially 'permanent' tie
between two people of either sex, than it is in a
wider network of relationships that ma y or ma y
not ha ve a sexual component. The dominant
forms of socialization k eep people at an
emotional distance from other people. As such it
creates also some intense forms of loneliness and
separ ation, often viewed to be resolv ed in terms
of romance. Nev ertheless it permeates other
realms of relationships as well, from families to
friendships. The dominant course in the current
societ y constructs loneliness and separ ation in
terms of lack -of -romance, r ather than as lack of
mutual connection to others in gener al. It is put
forw ard that romance (and/or sex) is something

that human beings ought to ha ve, whereas other
sorts of close emotional relationships people
might ha ve with others aren't v alued as much. As
a consequence relationships with friends ma y not
feel the same as a romantic relationship , creating
as well a sense of belonging, ownership , securit y
and power (to be misused in man y cases). The
discrepancy between theory and pr actice,
between alleged adv ocacy of equalitarianism and
actually more con ventional beha viour when it
comes to relationships, can still be found
ev erywhere in the anarchist 'scene'. The
unmark ed categories become the standard
against which to measure ev erything else, of
course also inside the anarchist 'scene'. 

Anarcha-feminism means for me also , thinking
things through, especially experiences which
ha ve forced a submissiv e role upon me.
Experiences where I ha ve been taught that

women are/should be weak er,
that women should look a
certain w ay and that women are
just v alued because of their
bodies as well as sex. Y et how
can we k eep a way how we'v e
been taught throughout our
liv es and all those forces around
us now from affecting us? How
can we know if/when we're
really free from our
socialization, from what we'v e
been taught, what had been
ingr ained in us, and the

pressure we feel socially , collectiv ely or from the
closest persons around us? What unmark ed
categories are still remaining around us - ev en
'mask ed' in the anarchist 'scene' -holding people
back, dominating or silencing others? Calling
yourself an anarchist/autonomous doesn't ex cuse
you from responsibilit y o ver y our own daily
relationships with other people. How we choose
to treat each other goes to the core of what we
hope to accomplish. Must we alw ays establish
and follow new informal hier archies in our
collectiv es based on who is more popular or
stronger v ersus who is unpopular and out of the
'scenes' mainstream? P eople cannot participate
equally if they are not free to be and express
themselv es. T oler ance begins with the
acknowledgement that people other than
ourselv es ma y see things differently than we do ,
and suspending judgment while those with whom
we ma y disagree or whose point of view we ma y
not understand are giv en a forum to explain their
perspectiv e and are activ ely listened to . The
unmark ed/mark ed categories need to be
acknowledged more often, as well as the
silences, protections and denials surrounding
privilege/power/dominance.

The true focus of rev olutionary change is
nev er merely the oppressiv e situations which we
seek to escape, but the piece of the oppressor or
the repressed which is planted deep within each
of us.
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Organizing Lo veKills F estiv al w as b y far the
biggest challenge for Lo veKills Collectiv e until now .
Considering the fact that the collectiv e is split up in
3 different cities, putting our ideas in pr actice,
coordinating and mostly communicating is quite
difficult each time.

LoveKills F est #2 w as the greatest achiev ement
for our collectiv e and hopefully for the anarcha-
feminist scene (though we believ e there is no such
scene, but ma ybe this will be a good start).
Comparing to the first edition of Lo veKills F est, this
year we ha ve finally managed to organiz e a festiv al
as we really imagined it to be. Meaning based on
workshops and discussions, more info regarding
feminist issues and
not only on punk
concerts, drinking,
having fun and
wasting y our head
with a bunch of
posters on the w all,
about the struggles of
women around the
world, and no body
talking about this or
giving a shit that this
should be a space
where no
s e x i s m / r a c i s m
/macho-ism is
accepted (aspect
which we w anted to a void this second edition). 

The problems we ha ve had during organizing
the festiv al and its happening were somehow
expected, we knew how the diy scene in our place
is, but that's wh y we decided in fact that this kind
of ev ent would be really useful. One of the biggest
"surprise" w as that most of the bo ys in the scene
not only that they didn't w ant to show up at the
festiv al but they didn't show an y interest on it from
the begging. Instead they were v ery ignor ant and
considered it "a w aste of time" (as the whole
anarcha-feminist issue). W e'v e met the same
reaction from a lot of girls as well. Most of the girls
not only that they are not close to anarcha-
feminism, but par ado xically they disdain and
despise it. 

One v ery important thing to mention is the
reaction of some girls/groups of girls who consider
themselv es close to feminism or ev en feminist.
These girls showed no interest on the festiv al, or
on what we are doing in gener al, because we didn't
contact them personally , meaning we didn't send
them the in vitation naming them and asking them
as a group/individual to come and tak e part to our
festiv al. The same happened to other activists who
were expecting a more direct/personal calling.

While organizing this festiv al (from the moment
it w as conceiv ed through it's happening and till it

ended) we ha ve met str ange reactions from some
of the people who got in volv ed and intended to
help us. Ex ercising their power , being arrogant,
trying to intimidate us or ignoring our position
tow ards how this festiv al should be from our point
of view; all these when some of us were quite
vulner able due to stress and the pressure that w as
overcoming from ev erywhere.  

It w as the first time we were organizing a
festiv al with international participation, so most of
the experiences regarding organizing a festiv al
were first -time experiences for us. T oo man y things
were thrown on our shoulders, to man y
reproaches, to much criticism when it shouldn't

have been only
"OUR "(the
c o l l e c t i v e )
responsibilit y, but
it should ha ve
been the
responsibilit y of
ev ery single
person who w as
there (whether it
was one of the
organiz ers or
participators or
just visitors for
short time)….if we
still dare to sa y
that we believ e in

diy ethics! But it w as not at all lik e this, we ev en
had to ask people (from the local scene) insistently
to help with different things lik e cooking, picking
up people that were coming from other countries,
cleaning up the place and so on….

We also had to deal at some point with some
"manarchists" who under the influence of alcohol
were disgustingly acting lik e total "dudes". It w as
the most obvious situation that the scene sucks!
And still the ignor ant ones refused to see it!!!

The really good parts are still ha ving a greater
impact. F ortunately there were enough positiv e
aspects that came out of this festiv al in the end.
Like seeing new people getting in volv ed, y ounger
ones who showed their interest in anarcha-feminist
issues, ha ving friends who tr aveled 16 hours just
to show their support and sensitivit y to the issue
and to what we w anted to do just for a few hours
and going back (because they had to), receiving so
much energy and positiv e feed-back from the
people from other countries who were completely
not at all familiar with the scene in R omania,
we really appreciated their support and
solidarit y. 

We enjo yed v ery much the place, the
atmosphere - most of the time, the connections
that were established between people, the
flexibilit y of the progr am and of those who

Lovekills Festival # 2 in Romania

- report from the collective - 
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